
Christmas Day 2021 

Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

 Through Advent we were called to wake from our sleep of the heart, to prepare a place for Christ 

within us, and to listen for the knock on the door so that we can respond.   John the Baptist said: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” Jesus spoke to us about removing the barriers of 

worldly distraction, overindulgence, and fear.  All this has led many of us to make crooked ways a little 

straighter, and to prepare to hear the knock of Jesus on the door to our hearts. 

 But you may say “Yeah, father, that all sounds great - but there was a lot of stuff to do over the 

last few weeks.”  Maybe you, like me, could have prepared a bit better.  There was shopping to do, 

people to see, houses to get ready, cards to write, classes in school to pretend to be still interested in - it 

was busy!  Even if we didn’t prepare the home of our hearts as good as we could have - the guest is still 

going to arrive today.  Don’t be worried, even if you haven’t got things as prepped as you could have, 

God’s love for us draws God to come to us anyway - for we are valued by God individually more than 

we know. 

 For Christmas gifts, we struggled to pick the right thing, the thing that would really impress and 

display our feelings, but all God wants from us is ourselves.  The greatest gift we could give to God is 

our resolve to enter into the relationship He desires, a loving and self-giving union.  God came down last 

night as a human child in Bethlehem, giving himself to us - a gift which becomes complete when he 

sacrifices that life for us.  Our preparations in Advent, and through the rest of the year, help us give 

ourselves more and more to Jesus, and enter into a loving mutual relationship.  Although we sometimes 

think the relationship is about stuffy practices, those practices are just ways to enhance the personal 

relationship - much in the same way that our family traditions and get-togethers help to deepen and 

renew relationships. 

 I know I have room to improve in the way I prepare for the Lord’s various visits.   If the home of 

your heart is full of decorations and has a table filled ready to greet Jesus, or even if it is a little dirty and 

needs a sweep - you still can do the same three things for Jesus when he comes to your door. 

 (1) Open the door:  He’s going to knock.  The better you prepare, the more ready you are, the 

better you hear the knock, the more comfortable you feel in opening the door.  All the more reason to put 

effort into preparing.  So say you haven’t prepared so well.  You’ll have to listen more closely for the 



knock, you’ll have to pull yourself away from other things, you’ll have to push past your fear of what he 

will say when you let him in and he sees the house.  Joseph pushed past his fears when he was told: 

Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy 

Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.  No matter how unprepared Joseph was to be Jesus’ 

foster father, he responded.  Well prepared, or not so well prepared - let down the guard, focus on who’s 

knocking - open the door of your heart. 

 (2) Get him a snack:  If we prepared for Jesus we have stocked up the fruits of repentance, the 

meat of good works, the sweet things of our prayer and acts of love.  If you haven’t done all that, then 

give him something now anyway.  I don’t care if it only seems to you like your offering him cheese whiz 

from a can sprayed on a cracker!  He’s really coming to see you and not for what you can provide.  Your 

being here today is one way you show your devotion, and that is pleasing to God, how much more can 

we offer in love to God? ... Get him a snack however small it is. 

 (3) Offer a chair:  Offer a place in your heart for Jesus to come and stay with you.  Clear off a 

spot on the couch of your mind, focus and pray to him in this Mass.  At the offertory, place your 

struggles and successes on the altar with the bread and wine as a sacrifice.  As you pray that that 

sacrifice be accepted for the praise and glory of God’s name for our good and the good of all his Holy 

Church, realize that that action takes something from yourself and gives it to God and makes room for 

Jesus to be in your heart. ... Offer Jesus that chair. 

 We heard in the Gospel that The Word was made flesh and made his dwelling with us. Jesus has 

come to us to be with us in the flesh.  He comes to us today in that same body that we will receive in 

holy communion ... the body that he will sacrifice for our sins to redeem us ... the same body in which 

he feels the pangs of love that brings him to our door.  Open the door, get Jesus a snack, offer him a 

chair.  You might be amazed at the blessings to come! ... Merry Christmas, and may God Bless you all!


